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Nature just carries on

AFTER a very difficult 2020 we
have moved into what may
seem like an even worse start
to 2021. The amount of rain
falling has swollen the Lukely
Brook and turned the fields to
mud. The village has seemed
deserted at times as we all do
our best to follow the advice
from the government to try to
contain and reduce the spread
of Covid-19 cases. But nature
just carries on, with seasons
following one another no matter what happens in the world
of men.
The birds in our gardens have
become much more active, enjoying frequent visits to bird feeders.
Squabbles are even breaking out
between starlings and sparrows
as they fight over the fat balls. In
the lanes and copses around the
village flowers are beginning to
show.

The results of the heavy rain at the beginning of the year
could be seen across Bowcombe Valley.
All in all, nature is showing us
that things will get better, the sun
will shine, Spring will come, and

gradually the world will begin to
return to normal.

Primroses in the hedgerow in Millers Lane, snowdrops in a copse at the edge of the village
and increasing numbers of visitors to our garden bird feeders can all lift our mood at this
time.

Looking after
Gunville

THE PARISH OF NEWPORT AND CARISBROOKE
WITH GATCOMBE

LENT COURSE

CHRISTMAS Lights: Winners of our trophy for
Christmas 2020 were Adam and Hayley of
Arthur Moody Drive. We are grateful to While U
Wait of Pyle Street for once again donating the
trophy. We also presented a number of certificates to others whose lights gave much pleasure.
We try to share the awards round, so if you have
won the trophy or a certificate in the last year or two,
you won’t have received one this year. This doesn’t
mean your lights were not appreciated: thank you for
your efforts again, and thanks to everyone who
helped brighten up Gunville at the end of a difficult
year.
Snowman Festival: We hope to put on our third
Snowman Festival, postponed from 2020, at the end
of this year. However, we tread cautiously in the present circumstances, so watch out for announcements
during the year.
Defibrillator: Thank you to the people who are
checking the defibrillator on the wall of the Methodist
church. Let’s hope we don’t have to use it, but it is
reassuring to have it available.
Meetings and events: With the church premises
closed again under lockdown, all events are suspended. When things eventually start again, there
will have to be risk assessments for every activity,
and written procedures. We will keep you informed
via this paper and our community notice boards.
Welcome to all the people who have recently
moved into Gunville, especially those now in the new
houses at the end of Ash Lane. We hope that you will
like living in our area and that community events will
start again in due course.
Meanwhile, keep up the neighbourliness, the greetings and the mutual support.

Join us for a 7 week Lent course as we explore new ways
of communicating the love of God to our neighbours.

Tuesday mornings 10.30-11,30am (Begins 16th Feb 2021)
or
Thursday evenings 7-8pm (Begins 18th Feb 2021)

For more information contact Hannah

Martin Cooper
Gunville Community Association

HIGH SECURITY DRIVE-IN
SELF-STORAGE
ALARM & CCTV WITH ANYTIME
ACCESS ON GROUND FLOOR 24/7
For details of our very competitive
rates call 01983 721729
email iw@barn-store.co.uk
or visit www.barn-store.co.uk
CRIDMORE FARM,
CHILLERTON, NEWPORT
ISLE OF WIGHT PO30 3HH

hannah.barraclough@cofenewportandcarisbrooke.org

True-Wight News
WELLINGTON ROAD — CARISBROOKE

TEL: 528366

Probably the best newspaper delivery service in the world
•
•
•
•
•
•

Grazed Knees Bathed
Large range of inexpensive Greetings Cards and Gift Wrap
Noses Wiped and Tears Dried
Wide Selection of Children’s Confectionery
Centre of Communication and Rumour Control
Guaranteed Smiles
OPEN

Monday to Thursday 5.30am to 5.30pm
Friday 4.30am to 5.30pm
Saturday 5.30 am to 5.00pm
Sunday 6.30am to 12 noon

Thought for the month
Now that the parish of St Mary’s, Carisbrooke has ceased to exist our ‘Thought
for the Month’ is being written by various members of the new parish of Newport
and Carisbrooke. This month we hear from Richard Smout, one of the readers
from St Mary’s Church. Readers are licensed by the Bishop of Portsmouth to
preach, teach & lead worship as members of the laity, not ordained clergy, and
the role is a voluntary one.
THIS is a time of huge uncertainty: a
time when we are apprehensive, faced
by the reality of high rates of Covid in
our community. We are living with
restrictions that we could never have
dreamt of this time last year, when the
first news of a new virus in Wuhan
province came to our attention.
Many of us, I suspect, have lost our
sense of unquestioning certainty about our
own future. However, this does not mean
that we are powerless. This is not a time
for fatalism. It is a time when each of us as
individuals can contribute positively
towards the welfare of others. Doing the
right thing, following the advice that we are
given, particularly now that there is a vaccine on the way, is the best way we can
thank those who have taken so many risks
on our behalf, and are required to continue
to do so. Rather than focussing our efforts
on calling out those who don’t comply, we
can change behaviour by appreciating the
people that do make the sacrifices. We
know that it is not easy. It is frustrating,
sometimes very frustrating; the tasks left
hanging, the hugs put on hold, the funerals
of those we love and respect not attended.
Everyone who makes these hard choices

deserves our thanks.
Sometimes we want others to fix things
for us. In the Old Testament, a Syrian commander, Naaman, wants the prophet
Elisha to cure him of leprosy. He is furious
when the prophet does not come out,
wave his hand over him and cure him in
the name of his God. Instead he is told to
go and do something mundane, to wash in
the Jordan seven times. He is just about to
storm off when one of his servants says
“And if the prophet had told you to do
some great thing, would you not then have
done it?” Naaman realises that sometimes
we are not asked to make extravagant
gestures, but to follow the advice we are
given, and he is healed. We may not feel
that we can serve directly on the frontline
but we can do the right thing, and help
stem the spread of disease and the need
for more people to be healed. Thank you
to everyone who plays their part in these
critical weeks.

Richard Smout

Contact details for St Mary’s Church:
Tel: 07919096838
email: carisbrookestmarys@gmail.com
www.carisbrookestmary.org.uk

The new parish of Newport and
Carisbrooke (which includes St Mary’s,
St Johns and Newport Minster) has a
Team Rector (Peter Leonard) and a
Curate(Hannah Barraclough) in place as
part of the parish team.

The Reverend Steve Sutcliffe.

Interviews have recently taken place and it
has been announced that Rev Steve Sutcliffe
(currently Asst Curate at Gurnard and
Northwood) has been appointed as one of
the Team Vicars for the parish. He will lead
on pastoral care across the parish and for
baptisms, weddings and funerals and will
share with Peter pastoral care for the communities of Carisbrooke and Gatcombe.
We congratulate Steve on his appointment
and look forward to working with him He will
join the team in a few months’ time. There
are two other Team Vicars and an Operations
Manager to be appointed.
Peter Ednay, Church Warden

St Mary’s Church
Carisbrooke
St Mary’s Church is
physically
closed
due to the current
COVID
situation.
However we are participating in prerecorded
services
which can be found
on the Facebook
pages of St Mary’s
and St John’s and
can be seen from
9.30am each Sunday.
We also participate
in
an
11.00am
Communion service
live streamed from
Newport
Minster.
This can also be
viewed on ZOOM
(See
Newport
Minster website for
details).
Of course not everyone can link up in
this way so we use
as many ways of
communicating with
each other as we
can, so we keep in
touch!
We
can
always be contacted
at carisbrooke
stmarys@gmail.com
or by leaving a message
on
07919096838.

A challenge from Carisbrooke W.I.
WHILE it is now many months since Carisbrooke W. I. have been able to meet in the church hall one of the
ways we have kept in touch has been by our weekly newsletters. One newsletter in January included a set
of photos taken around Carisbrooke, challenging any members out exercising to seek them out as they walk.
We thought we would share them. The objects/view can be found around Nodgham Lane, Clatterford Shute,
Millers Lane, Castle Hill, High Street and Priory Farm Pond.

Sheila Hall

All photographs
were taken by
Sheila Hall.
You will find more
to search for on
page 6

BOWCOMBE KITCHENS & BATHROOMS
COMPLETE FITTING SERVICE
INCLUDING PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
WALL & FLOOR TILING
FULLY INSURED FAMILY BUSINESS
For free estimate call

01983 521734 or 07837 635136

GREEN CLEAN
Be green while we clean!
Domestic cleaners with
our own cleaning
equipment and products,
want to clean your
home or business!

Call Julia IW‐716464
www.greenclean‐iow.co.uk

PATRICIA KELLY
FOOT HEALTH
CARE
7, Carisbrooke Road,
Newport, PO30 1BJ

Ballet, Tap, Modern, Jazz Medals,
Show Work & Exams
R.A.D. & I.S.T.D. Classes from ages 3+

07824 994929
www.elmwoodschoolofdance.co.uk

Open from 9am to 5pm
Tuesday to Friday

Phone: 01983 244313
or 0797 756 9713
email:
foothealthcare2020@gmail.com

International Dance Class

Property maintenance,
new works undertaken.
Carpentry/Painting/
Decorating
No job too small
(free estimates).

Tel: 521430

starts Jan 9th 2.30-3.30

Carisbrooke Church Hall
£3 per session

couples
sets

lines

s

circle

Traditional dances
tel 01243 265010

www.interfolk.co.uk
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PLUMBING SERVICES
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
INSTALLATION
GENERAL PLUMBING
MAINTENANCE
CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
FREE ESTIMATES
RELIABLE SERVICE AT A
REASONABLE PRICE
01983 760544
0790 9902004

Crystal SolutionsLtd
Caters for All Your
Electrical and Digital needs

Electrical work
Installations, Repairs, Inspection
and Design
No job too small

Computer & Digital
Set-up, Installations, Networks
Help, Advice
steve@crystal-solutions-ltd.co.uk
Mb:- 07710282950
Tel:- 01983 529023

TECHNICAL SERVICES LTD

Tel: 520522
Mob: 07795363534
Email: primotechnical@gmail.com
www.primotechnical.co.uk

Gas Safe registered. Available for boiler installations,
servicing, landlords gas safety inspections, central
heating & plumbing.
Bathroom and kitchen installations.
Qualified & insured
No call-out charge.
Special offers on boiler installations

Village weather in
December
DECEMBER was a very rainy month with 25
wet days and only 6 dry. It started with 19mm
of rain on the 3rd and a further 4mm two days
later. Then it rained every day except one from
the 10th to the 23rd varying between 2mm and
9mm each day but a hefty 21mm on the 21st.
Storm Bella arrived on Boxing Day, with 2mm,
then 16mm next day followed by a further 4mm
and 5mm. Total rainfall for the month was
138mm.
Temperatures varied widely through the month.
Daytime temperatures ranged from 5C to 10C early
in the month, but then held up in the 10C to 13C
region from the 10th to the 24th before dropping to
4C to 10C for the remainder of the month. Nights
were cold at the beginning of the month at around
4C but a frosty 0C, 1C, -1C from the 6th. From the
9th to the 23nd there were considerable differences from 4C up to 12C. From Christmas Day the
highest temperature was 2C but mainly 0C or -1C
and a chilly -2C on the 31st. The mean minimum for
the month was 4C with five air-frosts. The mean
maximum was 9C.
John Sole

The Wayfarers Fellowship Evangelical
Church
Castle St., Carisbrooke
www.wayfarerschapel.wix.com/home

Meetings at the Chapel are suspended until gov-

ernment guidelines on social distancing are
relaxed.

”For I know the plans I have for you,” declares
the Lord, “plans ... to give you hope and a
future”.
(Jeremiah 29: 11)

More challenging photos from the W.I.
(See page 4 and page 6)

VALENTINOS
The romantic Italian
Restaurant
Various Flambe Dishes
International A La Carte Menu
3 Course Set Menu available

Monday — Saturday
93 HIGH STREET,
CARISBROOKE

Tel: 522458
We will be pleased to accept
your reservation.
All major credit cards accepted.

Photographs:
Sheila Hall

A D SMITH PLUMBING & HEATING
High Efficiency Gas Boilers, Solar Hot Water, Boiler Servicing
Central Heating & Bathrooms, Landlords’ Gas Inspections
All General Plumbing and Gas Work
Fully Qualified,
Over 25 Years’ Experience

Tel: 527975 or 07775 706743
www.plumbersmith.co.uk

159502

Christmas at St Mary’s Church
Despite all the restrictions on services brought about by the pandemic, the church was, as usual, beautifully
decorated for Christmas. The pictures below were taken by the church wardens, Peter Ednay and Allan
Timbrell. Can you spot the Christmas tree?

MOBILE FOOT
CLINIC
Treatment in the comfort
of your own home.

Regular nail trimming
Ingrowing nails Cracked heels
Thickened nails Corns and
Callus -Fungal infection
Diabetic foot care

For more information or to
book an appointment
please phone Tony Stack
S.A.C DIP FHPT.,SAC. DIP. FHPP

£22 for full treatment
Tel: 07546572272
01983 641825

Geoff Leather
Independent
Funeral Director
Mr Geoff Leather
24 Hour Service
Pre-paid Funeral
Plans
Chapels of Rest

Stuart Penney
Interior and Exterior
PAINTER AND
DECORATOR
Established 1982

Call 527987 or 0774 863 0885

GARDEN SERVICES
All garden
maintenance done
Fully insured
Tel: 07970 860157

STEVEN LONG MCFHP MAF
Foot Health Professional

529090

Professional treatment in the comfort of your own home, including:
Nail trimming & reduction of bulky nails
Removal of corns, callus and verrucas - Cracked heel treatment
Diabetic, elderly and general foot care advice

Client car parking

Tel: 01983 721987 / 07799334900

45 Upper St James St.
Newport

School life in a time of epidemics
WHEN infectious diseases are established in a community, schools have always been faced with a
dilemma – whether to close their doors, or continue
to teach those able to attend. We have featured the
log books for Carisbrooke schools on a number of
occasions in the past, and this topic crops up frequently in the volumes that survive. Sometimes a
school will soldier on through an outbreak of
measles but it is clear that the past year’s closures
are certainly not unprecedented.
On Friday 15th February 1907 Dr Groves, the local
Medical Officer of Health, who lived at Glenfield Cottage
on the Whitcombe Road, was told that a total of 18 children at the school had gone down with whooping cough.
By the following afternoon he had ordered its closure, and
messages were sent to the Superintendents of the three
Sunday Schools to announce the decision. It was a
remarkably effective method of spreading the message.
Only one child turned up, and he was sent home with a
note. The school stayed closed until April 8th. On that day
the headteacher wrote “It is unfortunate that the transfer
(to the Junior School) takes place today, the children of
necessity being a long way behind the usual standard. …
….. On Friday last I interviewed Mr Flux, asking if it be
possible to retain the twenty-eight children for a time,
about a term, to make up for lost time … thinking the
progress must be greater in that time than working with
Junior teachers in the Upper Department. .. But Mr Flux
thinks the proposal unadvisable.”
Sometimes parents were fed false information by their
children. On the 7th December 1892, William Leppard
was punished “for telling his mother I had ordered him to
keep at home because he had a “catching” complaint,
which was totally untrue.”
There have been a lot of references to the Spanish Flu
of 1918-19. This too led to school closures. Indeed all the
schools in the parish were already closed when news of
the Armistice came through, and so some of the events to
mark the cessation of the conflict were affected. On the

25th October 1918, seventy of the 220 pupils in the Junior
School were absent, “chiefly through influenza”. By the
28th 131 were away, personally affected by influenza in
most cases, although there were various other illnesses at
the same time. The school was to be closed, it was hoped,
until the 5th November. In fact, it was not possible to reopen until November 18th : by that time only 32 of the children were still away. There is then a fascinating detail.
“Early this month a considerable number of nut shells and
fruit stones, brought by the scholars, was despatched for
use by the Government in preparing charcoal for the containers of anti-gas masks. A small quantity of horse chestnuts brought by the scholars will be destroyed as it is not
now likely they will be needed for munition making.” The
Headteacher then shares the news of the Armistice a
week earlier, and the tragic news of the death of a pupil,
Walter Dibbens is recorded.
Richard Smout

Weather in November
AFTER October’s deluge, November was nothing
like as wet, although there were not many completely dry days. The month started with 4mm of rain on
the 1st and another 2mm on the 3rd before a gap to
the 9th and 11th when 9mm and 6mm fell. The heaviest rainfall started on the 14th and continued into
the next day with a total of 33mm followed by a short
dry spell then 3mm on the 18th and 4mm on the
20th. There was little rain for the remainder of the
month. The total rainfall for the month was 66mm
with 6 dry days and 24 wet days, although 11 of
these were the result of overnight dew or a very light
showers.
Afternoon temperatures varied only a little between 12C
and 14C until the end of the month when they fell to 10C
to 12C. Night time temperatures were mainly 7C to 14C
but a cold spell early in the month produced four frosty
nights between 0C and 1C. Later in the month it fell to 3C
and 1C on the 19th and 20th and 2C on the 29th. The
mean minimum and maximum for the month were 7C and
13C respectively.
John Sole

Clever Cloggs

Carisbrooke
Day Care Ltd
Wellington Road, Carisbrooke ~ Tel: 821557
email: clevercloggsiow@aol.com
Open daily between 8.00am-3pm.
(Term time only)
Early education for children 2 years plus.
Large secure outdoor play area

Fun, Caring Environment

Working in partnership with carisbrooke Primary School
and West Newport Children‛s Centre

Taking bookings now for September

www.clevercloggsiow.co.uk

Tips from the
Hole in the Hedge
SO here we go again, gardeners.
Another lockdown. More frustration at
being caged up. (I write this in early
January to catch the publishing date.)
But at least we have our gardens or
maybe a patio or even a couple of
planters. At least we have the opportunity to leave the home for a while,
weather permitting of course.
Let’s start with the month of FEBRUARY: “SPRING IS IN SIGHT”.
This month there are signs of the
approaching spring, with bulbs appearing
and wild life waking up as light levels and
temperatures increase. There’s plenty to
do indoors this month to prepare for the
season ahead. Outdoors, as the garden
comes to life to again, it’s time to prune
shrubs and climbers, such as Wisteria, as
well as evergreen hedges. Start to prepare
vegetable seed beds. If you have seed
potatoes, check to see if they require ‘chitting’. That’s taking off any root growth to
preserve the tubers ready for planting later
in the spring. Now is a good time to grow
vegetables under glass. Broad beans,
spring cabbage, cauliflower, early leeks,
garlic, salad leaves (Lamb’s Lettuce) and
celery to name but a few. But make sure
the cold frame or greenhouse is frost free.
If you have snowdrops that are just
going over, now is the time to separate
them and replant, in the green, before they
die back. That way they will be ready for
next winter’s flowering.
MARCH: SPRING IS HERE.
So, hopefully the weather has settled
down a bit by the time you consider this
month’s tips. Spring usually arrives by midmonth and with some sunny days there is

an opportunity to get on with some serious
gardening, having a much bigger range of
jobs to do in the garden.
Time for planting out shallots, and onion
sets. Put each bulb 3/4” deep and about 3”
apart. Rows about 1ft. apart.
Early potatoes should go into prepared
beds now. Summer flowering bulbs can be
planted this month (lilies and gladioli).
Time to lift and divide overgrown clumps
of perennials.
Give any containers a top dressing of
compost to freshen them up. Be careful of
any spring bulbs pushing up.
Lawns will need a bit more TLC now, so
on a dry day give them a light mow, if they
need it. Don’t cut short, that will encourage
moss. Weeds will be on the rampage at
this time of year, so just to keep you busy
deal with them now before they get out of
hand. But as we all know it is an all year
round problem if not kept in check.
Now is the time to prepare your seed
beds. Sowing seed, and cutting back winter shrubs (Hydrangeas for example).
Tiding up generally around the garden
makes it look fresh and ready for a great
growing season. Lastly, on warm days
open up the greenhouse and/or conservatory doors to freshen up the place.
So that’s me for now. Hope to be back
for the spring months. Remember,
STAY SAFE. STAY HEALTHY. STAY
ALIVE.
From The Hole In The Hedge.

Allan Timbrell

NEXT COPY DATE
MONDAY, 15th February
is the copy date for the
March issue. If you would
like to contribute news or
an article please contact
the editor, Brenda Hall,
on tel: 520666, or send
an e-mail to
carisbrooke.editor@aim.com

THE publisher does not
necessarily hold the
same views as those
expressed by contributors or advertisers and
reserves the right to
refuse or alter material.

Gift subscriptions
FOR £10 per year, the
Carisbrooke Parish News
will be posted on publication day to someone you
nominate. There are ten
issues per year with a
combined edition in
July/August and
December/January.
E-mail the editor,as
above, for details.
The Carisbrooke Parish
News is an awardwinning community
newsletter distributed
free to more than 3,600
homes every month. To
advertise, please contact the editor, details
as above. Prices start
from £9.80.
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