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Fundraising with Bee Bombs
BETHANY Wells (11), a mem-
ber of 1st Carisbrooke 
(Princess Beatrice’s Own) 
Guide Unit, has undertaken 
some environmental projects 
recently which have gained her 
a Girlguiding Campaign Badge 
and the coveted Blue Peter 
Badge. Girlguiding’s Campaign 
Badge encourages members to 
choose a theme and one of the 
activities involves raising 
money for a chosen charity. As 
well as a Blue Peter ‘Green’ 
Badge Bethany received a let-
ter of congratulations from the 
CBBC Blue Peter team. 

Before starting on the projects 
Bethany discovered that wildflower 
habitats have been in decline 
since World War Two and as these 
habitats are important for bees, 
they need to be looked after and 5 parts clay and 

one-part wildflower seed. These 
Bee Bombs can be dropped into 
hedgerows or planted in pots in 
the garden, producing wildflowers 
such as poppies, cornflowers, 
and foxgloves. 

After making and selling dozens 
of Bee Bombs to fellow Guides 
and friends, Bethany chose Gift to 
Nature, part of Natural Enterprise, 
as the charity to benefit from her 
endeavours, as they look after the 
countryside and green spaces 
locally. Over £100 was raised 
and, at a later date, when it is safe 
to do so, there will be a cheque 
presentation. 

Bethany said “Lots of people are 
not environmentally aware, they 
throw away a lot of plastic that 
hurts wildlife, so I wanted to do 
something to help the environ-
ment and animals in need. I 
enjoyed making the Bee Bombs, 
and I was really surprised how 
popular they were, but they were a 
bit mucky to make! I want to con-
tinue day to day, to help make a 
difference doing things such as lit-
ter picks, recycle and upcycle from 
around my house and make other 
people aware of what they can do. 
I also really like bees because I 
love honey on my toast!” 

Photograph: Girlguiding IW: 
Bethany with her Blue Peter award and some of the 
Guide badges she has already gained.
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e n h a n c e d . 
Bees feed on 
the wildflowers 
for their nectar 
and bees are 
an important 
part of our 
env i ronment 
as pollinators, 
helping plants, 
v e g e t a b l e s , 
and crops to 
grow. 

B e t h a n y 
decided to 
make, and sell 
for charity, Bee 
Bombs, which 
enable the 
spread of 
seeds. Bee 
Bombs are 
made from 5 
parts compost, 

Suzanne Whitewood, Girlguiding IW
A messy job for Bethany!



W.I. celebrates World Bee Day

CARISBROOKE WI 
NEWSLETTER 10 

Celebrating World Bee Day 
May 20th 
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Laura – spot the two bees 
 

Margaret E 
 

Rosie’s wild patch 
 

Federation House Sunflowers 
 

The pedigree of honey, 
Does not concern the Bee, 
A clover any time, to him, 
Is aristocracy. 
Emily Elizabeth Dickinson 
1830-86 

 

Jane 
 

HONEY BISCUITS 
62g unsalted butter, 4tsp 
honey, 50g caster sugar, 
1tspn bicarbonate of soda, 
100g Plain Flour, 25g sugar 
lumps. 
Oven 200C mark 6 
Melt butter as it begins to 
cool & stir in the honey sugar 
& soda.  Add sifted flour & 
mix to form dough.  Divide 
into 16 balls.  Roughly crush 
the sugar & dip top of biscuit 
into it.  Place balls onto 2 
lined baking trays and bake 
for 8 mins.  Cool on wire 
rack. 
 

Claire’s bees 

Laura – spot the two bees 
 

Margaret E 
 

 
Lesley 

 

TO keep in touch with each other 
during this pandemic lockdown, 
we have had a weekly newsletter 
and a quiz, both being shared 
electronically. Those ladies not 
online have had a printed copy 
delivered by fellow members.  

With World Bee Day being cele-
brated in May, Carisbrooke WI ladies 

shared photos of bees and pollinator 
havens in our gardens and these, 
alongside other honey bee related 
snippets, made up our tenth newslet-
ter. (We may well reach edition 17 
before you read this!) 

Our lovely members have been 
keeping busy helping each other with 
phone calls, delivery of groceries, col-
lecting medicines etc, while some 

have been assembling visors, making 
scrubs, sewing scrub bags, and knit-
ting blankets, hats, toys and teddies 
for the children’s ward at the hospi-
tal.(All the knitted items go into 72 
hours quarantine in the hospital 
before being used.) Well done ladies! 

 
Lynn Pointer 

Carisbrooke W.I.

Extract from the WI 
newsletter ‘Celebrating 

World Bee Day’



THIS year has been a difficult time for 
all of us. Many people are in much 
more distress than some of us: affect-
ed by loss of loved ones, jobs and 
shortage of money. We hear of sad 
events every day and pray for all 
those who are suffering. 

The other day I was doing my daily 
reading. I was thinking how much I miss 
my friends, both in church and the wider 
area. We hope that everyone manages 
well, and offer support. I am very lucky 
with my friends and family, how they have 
all rallied round to support each other. 
How lucky we are to have the lovely 
weather and to hear the birds singing.  

I was reading Paul’s letter to the 
Galatians. Paul was urging everyone to 
carry on, to put away discord, jealousy, 
rage and selfish ambition, which destroys 
fellowship with God and others. He went 
on to encourage them to embrace the 
“fruits of the spirit”: love, joy, peace, for-
bearance, kindness, goodness and self-
control. Isn’t this something we have seen 
in this country – people going out of their 
way to help others with their kindness and 
giving, going out of their way to do all they 
can for other people, comforting the 
grieving, and doing the shopping. Nothing 
has been too much bother. People have 
come together to applaud the care work-
ers, the essential services and the NHS. 

They will be remembered, as will the spirit 
of the people, and the rainbows drawn by 
children. We should take comfort that 
while times, today, are so difficult, better 
days will return and we will be able to see 
our friends again.  

Many years ago – many years – I 
remember, (as I expect others will) that as 
a child we lived far from the sea, and 
going to the seaside was a great treat for 
us. I remember sitting in the back of my 
father’s old car, with my brothers, going to 
Weston-super-mare. When we had 
exhausted all the I-Spy games, we start-
ed asking “Are we nearly there?” regularly 
(it must have tried our parents’ patience). 
But then, suddenly, there were shouts of 
“We can see the sea!” 

Maybe at this time we have been feel-
ing “Are we nearly there?” for a long time, 
but all of us have faith in the future. We 
know that we will reach the sea one day. 
Then we will all say,  

“We can see the sea”

Thought for the month

 

St Mary’s Church 
Carisbrooke

Contact details for the vicarage : 
Carisbrooke Vicarage,  

56 Castle Road, Newport,  
Isle of Wight, PO30 1DP   

Tel: 718908 
www.carisbrookestmary.org.uk

 
Due to the  
Covid-19  

pandemic, all 
public worship 

has been  
suspended 
across the 
Church of 

England until  
further notice.

Barbara Holbrook 

 

Short weekly video talks 
with a fresh one each 
Sunday morning, can be 
found on the church 
Facebook page at  
https://www.facebook.com
/carisbrookechurch

Dan Cranshaw 
P L A S T E R E R 

Newport 
Isle of Wight 
 
Mobile - 07816491538 
getplasteredwithdan@yahoo.com 
www.facebook.com/getplasteredwithdan

Get plastered with Dan
Float like a butterfly, skim like a bee

 

The Bishop of 
Portsmouth holds 

a service under 
lockdown each 

Sunday morning, 
which can be 

viewed live at 9am 
then accessed 

from the diocesan 
website here. 

Scroll to ‘Sunday 
worship & daily 

prayer’ where you 
can also access 

‘The UK Blessing’ 
sung from church-

es across the 
country.

Now that the parish of St Mary’s Carisbrooke has ceased to exist and we officially 
have no clergy associated with us, our ‘Thought for the Month’ will be written by 
various members of the old parish. This month we hear from Barbara Holbrook, 
one of the readers from St Mary’s church. Readers are licensed by the Bishop of 
Portsmouth to preach, teach and lead worship as members of the laity, not 
ordained clergy, and the role is a voluntary one.

https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/
https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/
https://www.portsmouth.anglican.org/


GTek Electrical 
Services Offering a friendly and efficient, 

professional service for all your 
electrical needs.

Approved & insured Electrician
Tel: 01983 528535 

info@gtekelectrical.co.uk

FOOT HEALTH 
PROFESSIONAL

Patricia Kelly MAFHP MCFHP

hard skin  •  corns   
nail cutting  

and general foot care
Home visits available

email: patriciakelly1966@ 
hotmail.co.uk

For the treatment of

Tel: 300817/0797 756 9713

Property maintenance, 
new works undertaken. 

Carpentry/Painting/ 
Decorating 

No job too small 
(free estimates).

Tel: 521430

 

Nikki Cross  
School of Dance 

Principal Nikki Cross A.I.S.T.D (Dip) 
 
 
 

Ages from 3 years.   
Classes held in 

Newport and 
Carisbrooke. 

Contact Nikki on 629045  
or email 

nicolaminns@hotmail.co.uk 

Classes in Ballet, Modern, 
      Tap and Jazz. 

Visiting Carisbrooke Castle in Victorian times 
MOST 19th century guidebooks to Carisbrooke 
Castle are understandably so focussed on the build-
ings and the stories that have been played out within 
its walls that we get little sense of what a visit was 
like. Admittedly many mention the donkey, (or in ear-
lier guides the ass) that worked in the well-house, 
usually focussing on its length of service, but we 
tend to get facts rather than atmosphere.  

We do have large numbers of photographs from the late 
Victorian and Edwardian era, and one striking feature of 
these is the amount of ivy and tree growth, as well as the 
ruinous state of St Nicholas’ chapel. One guidebook, how-
ever, is a little more anecdotal in style, and gives us some 
insights into what a visit was like for the average tourist. 
This is an account written by J Redding Ware and pub-
lished in 1871. Ware appears to have been London 
based, and had built a reputation through writing novels, 
including a book featuring one of our first fictional female 
detectives.  

Ware’s account begins by quoting Keats: “I do not think 
that I shall ever see a ruin to surpass Carisbrooke Castle 
.. The keep withinside is one bower of ivy; a colony of 
jackdaws has been there for many years. I dare say I have 
seen many a descendant of some old cawer who peeped 
through the bars at Charles I ..” All castles, Ware writes, 
are “crumbling to decay – beautiful, solemn, peaceful, 
silent and dead.”  

Clearly getting into the castle may not have required a 
queue for a ticket, but it did have its own hazards. 
“Reaching the gateway, having got past the pickets in the 
way of greedy pioneers and boys with horrid gritty land-
scapes, made from the beautiful sands of Alum Bay, the 

tourist finds himself under the shadow of the gateway of 
Elizabeth’s time.” Crossing the bridge the tourist was 
faced with the ancient gates “now hastening fast to decay. 
.. An echoing knock brings a well-dressed janitor to the 
door, who admits you silently to the interior of the build-
ing.” Ware’s visit was guided, but not entirely accurately. 
The guide pointed out the window from which Charles I 
tried to escape, but it was the wrong window, according to 
Ware’s own research. He spots the banqueting hall 
“where Her Majesty takes a picnic tea when she visits the 
place,” and searches out graffiti on the plaster in the ruins, 
in English and French,  … names, coats of arms, and 
poetry.  

Climbing a staircase to see the room where Princess 
Elizabeth died, he reports that “the flooring is now so dan-
gerous that the visitor is not allowed to go beyond the 
gateway .. Between the parted walls and ceiling the ivy 
has crept in to look upon the scene. It is pale, sickly-look-
ing, straggling – indeed the young imprisoned ivy is singu-
larly typical of the imprisonment of Elizabeth Stuart ….. It 
is almost a relief to quit this part of the castle, and get 
once more out into the open-air again.”  

Ware then moves to the well-house. He has read an 
account stating that the well is 300 feet in depth. 
“Common honesty compels us to state that the well is not 
so deep as here stated to be”. He says that the depth is 
not more than 200 feet, inclusive of the water. Donkeys 
may have drawn water for up to 47 years but the average 
duration of their “pilgrimage in the wheel is about ten 
years .. and we may state that the donkey .. showed in our 
presence great intelligence by a very decided disinclina-
tion to get into the hollow drum, and a stronger disinclina-
tion when he had been persuaded thereto, to move on.” 

Ivy predominates in this 19th century photograph.

Visitors at the time clearly were allowed to drink the water 
“It is worth a journey to the Isle of Wight to drink it. So 
pure is this sparkling natural champagne, that its fresh-
ness renders it a medicinal water then and there.” 

To finish his visit Ware climbs to the keep and then goes 
on a circuit of the ramparts. It is not as easy a circuit as 
nowadays. The terrace is bramble-grown, the ramparts 
full of weeds. “Time is eating away the castle at its edges, 
beautifully rounding and dimpling its face, but it has not 
yet torn its walls asunder.” 

Ware’s account is refreshingly different from the usual 
celebratory descriptions of every aspect of Island life that 
appear in most guidebooks. At times he may be harsh, 
but he will have prepared the visitor, giving them more 
realistic expectations, and in doing so he gives us an 
insight into the village nearly 150 years ago.

Richard Smout



Crystal Solutions
Caters for All Your 

Electrical and Digital needs

Electrical work 
Installations, Repairs, Inspection 

and Design 
No job too small

Computer & Digital 
Set-up, Installations, Networks 

Help, Advice
steve@crystal-solutions-ltd.co.uk

Mb:- 07710282950 
Tel:- 01983 529023

LtdGERVASE 
LAIGHT

PLUMBING SERVICES
KITCHEN & BATHROOM 

INSTALLATION 
GENERAL PLUMBING 

MAINTENANCE 
CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED

FREE ESTIMATES

RELIABLE SERVICE AT A 
REASONABLE PRICE

01983 760544 
0790 9902004

MOBILE FOOT 
CLINIC 

Treatment in the comfort 
of your own home. 
Regular nail trimming     

Ingrowing nails Cracked heels 
Thickened nails Corns and 

Callus -Fungal infection  
Diabetic foot care 

For more information or to 
book an appointment 

please phone Tony Stack 
S.A.C DIP FHPT.,SAC. DIP. FHPP 

£22 for full treatment
Tel: 07546572272   

01983 641825

Geoff Leather 
Independent 

Funeral Director 

 

Mr Geoff Leather 

 

24 Hour Service 

 

Pre-paid Funeral 
Plans 

Chapels of Rest 

 

45 Upper St James St. 
Newport

Client car parking
529090

New bench for Gunville Community
A LACK of events doesn’t mean Gunville community 
ceases to exist. In many ways people have been 
brought together in the lock-down. For example, you 
may have met new neighbours during the NHS 
applause on Thursdays, or you may have realised 
how important delivery people are. These certainly 
apply to me. Have you said thank you to those who 
collect waste and recycling, or to the posties, or other 
delivery people who have kept working on the front 
line? 

Bench: The wooden bench on the corner of Gunville 
Road and Broadwood Lane is being replaced. This was 
given to Gunville in 2005 by the Carisbrooke Forum, in 
negotiation with our Community Association. It now needs 
some TLC before finding a new life in a location to be 
decided.  

Its replacement on the corner is a bench commemorat-
ing the 75th anniversary of VE Day. Celebrations in May 
were, as everywhere, cancelled because of the lock-down, 
but the bench will serve as a reminder of lives given in war 
and families thereby affected. Thanks to Councillor Terry 
Martin for masterminding all this. 

Flowers: We hope you like the tubs around the Methodist 
Church area, with even more flowers. Thanks again to Jim 

Photograph: Terry Martin
Cllrs Terry Martin (seated) and John Hobart with the 
newly installed bench outside Gunville Methodist 
Church, in commemoration of VE Day.

Curtis, and to those who keep up the watering. 
Future events: We have no idea of what the “new normal” 

will look like, but the Community Association will do what-
ever it can to arrange events to bring people together and 
to help look after the neighbourhood. Watch this space…

Martin Cooper 

MAY was very dry and very warm 
but, unlike in some parts of the 
UK, no records were broken in 
Carisbrooke. 

The storm that occurred in the last 
three days in April carried on to the 
1st May, when 1.5mm of rain fell, 
then three days later another 0.5mm. 
After a warm spell, 1mm fell on the 
10th but there was no more for the 
rest of the month except for the 22nd 
when a passing front caused a trace, 
but was insufficient to record on my 
weather centre. The total for the 

month was 3mm with three rainy 
days and 28 dry days. I looked back 
over the previous five years, 2015 to 
2019, to see what would normally be 
expected in May and found 43, 59, 
58, 40 and 20mm. 

Afternoon temperatures peaked at 
16C at the beginning of the month ris-
ing to 24C at the end. The first warm 
spell was over the VE bank holiday 
from the 6th to the 10th, with 22C on 
the 7th and 8th and 24C on the 9th. 
Then followed a cooler spell before 
temperatures rose again from the 
19th, with 23C and 25C on the 20th 

and 21st. They 
fell to 15C for a 
couple of days 

with the arrival of the cold front but 
then rose rapidly in time for the 
Spring bank holiday with 23C on the 
25th and 25C the following two days. 
The remainder of the month 
remained warm, varying between 22 
and 24C. Night-time temperatures 
were about 7C for most of the month 
but warm at 12C from the 22nd to the 
24th and close to a frost at 1C on the 
12th and 15th. The mean minimum 
and maximum for the month was 7C 
and 19C respectively. So was it the 
warmest May in Carisbrooke? Well, 
no: as recently as 2018 the mean 
maximum was 20C and the highest 
temperature was 28C on the 26th.

John Sole

Carisbrooke weather for May



 
 

Life is very differ-

ent for all of us 

since we have been 

in lockdown. At 

Gunville Methodist 

some of us are using 

technology to stay in 

touch and we are 

also producing a 

weekly news sheet 

to communicate and 

share thoughts and 

ideas. These snip-

pets are recent com-

munications from 

the news sheet:  

  
LLiisstteenniinngg  

ffoorr  1100  mmiinnuutteess  
aa  ddaayy  ccaann  hheellpp  

kkeeeepp  ddeessppoonnddeennccyy  
aatt  bbaayy..    

FFoorr  eennccoouurraaggeemmeenntt  aanndd  
eeddiiffiiccaattiioonn,,  cchheecckk  oouutt  tthhee  

‘‘FFoooodd  ffoorr  TThhoouugghhtt’’  mmiinnii--  ttaallkkss  
bbyy  RReevv  MMiikkee  PPiillaavvaacchhii  MMBBEE  
aanndd  RReevv  AAnnddyy  CCrroofftt  oonn  tthhee  
GGuunnvviillllee  MMeetthhooddiisstt  wweebbssiittee..  
SSuubbjjeeccttss  aass  ‘‘CCooppiinngg  iinn  tthhee  

WWiillddeerrnneessss’’  ((33  ttaallkkss  oonn  lliivviinngg  
tthhrroouugghh  ddiiffffiiccuulltt,,  ddrryy  ssiittuuaattiioonnss)),,  

IInntteerrcceessssiioonn  ((33  ttaallkkss  oonn  tthhiiss  
iimmppoorrttaanntt  ssuubbjjeecctt)),,  SSttoorriieess  

JJeessuuss  ttoolldd,,  ((TThhee  UUnnffoorrggiivviinngg  
sseerrvvaanntt,,  tthhee  GGoooodd  SSaammaarriittaann  

aanndd  tthhee  PPrrooddiiggaall  ssoonn))  aanndd  
mmaannyy  ootthheerrss  ssuucchh  aass  

‘‘FFiinnddiinngg  JJooyy  iinn  OOlldd  AAggee’’,,  
‘‘PPrraaccttiissiinngg  tthhee  pprreesseennccee  
ooff  GGoodd’’,,  aallll  ooff  wwhhiicchh  wwiillll  
hheellpp  uuss  iinn  oouurr  jjoouurrnneeyyss  

tthhrroouugghh  lliiffee..  AA  ddiiffffeerr--
eenntt  ttaallkk  iiss  aaddddeedd  

eeaacchh  ddaayy.. 

We might relate to this poem! 
My forgetter's getting better, 
But my rememberer is broke, 
To you that may seem funny 

But, to me, that is no joke 
For when I'm "here" I'm wondering 

If I really should be "there" 
And, when I try to think it through, 

I haven't got a prayer! 
Oft times I walk into a room, 
Say "What am I here for?" 

I wrack my brain, but all in vain! 
A zero, is my score. 

At times I put something away 
Where it is safe, but, Gee! 

The person it is safest from 
Is, generally, me! 

When shopping I may see 
someone, 

Say! "Hi" and have a chat, 
Then, when the person walks away 

I ask myself, "who was that?" 
Yes, my forgetter's getting better 
While my rememberer is broke, 

And it's driving me plumb crazy 
And that isn't any joke. 

 
Anonymous

 
Young 

people’s groups 
RS 2 – school years 8-11 

Mondays of term time @ 7-8:30.  
 Now meeting on line. Contact Katie on 
katie@gunville.org.uk for further details 

ROCK SOLID – school years 4-7 . Katie is providing 
activity packs for this age group. Contact her 

as above if you know some children 
who might like a pack to be 

emailed to them. 

 
 

 

If you are self isolating 
and need help with picking up 
prescriptions, food deliveries 
etc. we may be able to help. 
Contact us via our website 

www.gunville.org.uk 

The Bible is clear that as 
Christians we have a call to pursue jus-

tice and speak out for the oppressed. At 
this time, as the world is standing up 
against racial injustice, I ask you to stand 
in prayer with those who are marginalised 
and oppressed by asking God to bring jus-
tice where there is pain, peace where 
there is loss and asking him to heal our 
land. 

Liz Muir, Diversity and Inclusion 
Manager for Tearfund

 
 

A prayer for these times: 
Come Holy Spirit, our hearts cry out for more of you, Lord, 

In a world full of brokenness, show us how to use our gifts to repair and restore. 
Spirit of peace, fall on places of conflict around the world, 

Heal divisions and hurts, bring together families torn apart by war. 
Spirit of justice, anoint decision-makers with wisdom, to bring about systematic change and truth,  

where cycles of poverty and bias have taken root. 
Come Holy Spirit, we let you take control, 

Show us how we can build back better, 
unite, bless others and renew. 
In Jesus‛ name we pray, Amen.

Fake News:  
The government in Egypt has asked the 

city’s taxi drivers to drive around Cairo 
sounding their car horns. 
It is hoped that the familiar sounds of the 
city will induce a return to tranquillity and 
normality following the recent pandemic. 
Operation Toot ’n’ Calm ‘Em will last for 

the rest of the week.

mailto:katie@gunville.org.uk
http://www.gunville.org.uk




Stuart Penney
Interior and Exterior 

PAINTER AND 
DECORATOR

Call 527987 or 0774 863 0885
Established 1982

 
 

STEVEN LONG MCFHP MAF
Foot Health Professional

Tel: 01983 721987 / 07799334900

Professional treatment in the comfort of your own home, including: 
Nail trimming & reduction of bulky nails  

Removal of corns, callus and verrucas - Cracked heel treatment  
Diabetic, elderly and general foot care advice

Call John - 07815 133798

Relaxation & 
Natural Healing
Reflexology - Stress - 
Back Massage - Reiki 

Sleep problems & more

Carisbrooke Clever Cloggs Day Care Ltd
Wellington Road, Carisbrooke ~ Tel: 821557  

Open daily between 8.00am-3pm.  
(Term time only)

Early education for children 2 years plus. 
Large secure outdoor play area

Fun, Caring Environment

  

Taking bookings now for September 

www.clevercloggsiow.co.uk

Working in partnership with carisbrooke Primary School  
and West Newport Children‛s Centre

email: clevercloggsiow@aol.com

HAIR
BY HILLARY

Experienced  Professional 
Local Hairdresser  

now mobile. 
 

Contact Hillary Ward 
07747774186

Ballet, Tap, Modern, Jazz Medals,
Show Work & Exams

R.A.D. & I.S.T.D. Classes from ages 3+

www.elmwoodschoolofdance.co.uk

07824 994929

Benefits from ‘No-mow May’
INSECTS are much reduced in number, a problem 
increasingly recognised, but requiring a big shift in 
what we do to help their recovery. They must be val-
ued. Two years ago the RSPB suggested ‘Give your 
mower a rest’. This year the National Trust has had 
the campaign ‘No Mow May’. The only effort required 
being a change in attitude to what we see as a per-
fect lawn! 

Humanisation in a densely populated country such as 
ours, has reduced insect numbers and nesting opportuni-
ties, producing disturbance to the point when previously 

familiar species such as cuckoo, nightingale, barn owl, 
swifts and so on are now unfamiliar to younger people. So 
what does happen if you don’t cut your grass for a while?  

The National Trust suggested only one metre square 
though we have done 2 metres square at home, and this 
during a period of unusual warmth and no rain. Admittedly 
I have allowed, perhaps even encouraged, invasion by 
some uninvited visitors such as forget me not, yarrow, and 
white clover for years, so am off to a good start. I am not 
familiar with grass identification so have had to look this 
subject up!  

One pleasing aspect is how much growth there has 
been in this patch with grasses growing well on dew 
alone. The upright leaves, the bigger the better, funnel the 
dew down to the roots at ground level. I don’t pretend to 
be a fan of all plants, and try and manage dandelion, bind 
weed and a few others, but I have developed an actual lik-
ing for some such as clover, yarrow and plantains. 

So, in our tiny rectangle we started with a few daisies, 
a dandelion or two, and forget me not. Later the white 
clover has fought for parity with yarrow, ribwort (plantain) 
ragwort. Of course the grass has done alright too with rye 
and red fescue the only ones I recognise. It looks lush, 
though admittedly not like a ‘lawn’.  

Mindfulness is now a much used word and I would love 
to see us all helping insects. Go wild, just a tiny bit! Get 
down close and examine it! It’s a fascinating world!  

 
Richard Knight

From left to right, rye grass, white clover, ragwort, red 
fescue, ribwort and yarrow.



True-Wight News
WELLINGTON ROAD — CARISBROOKE    TEL: 528366

Probably the best newspaper delivery service in the world
• Grazed Knees Bathed 
• Large range of inexpensive Greetings Cards and Gift Wrap 
• Noses Wiped and Tears Dried 
• Wide Selection of Children’s Confectionery 
• Centre of Communication and Rumour Control 
• Guaranteed Smiles

Monday to Thursday 5.30am to 5.30pm 
Friday 4.30am to 5.30pm 

Saturday 5.30 am to 5.00pm 
Sunday 6.30am to 12 noon

OPEN

VALENTINOS
The romantic Italian 

Restaurant 
Various Flambe Dishes 

International A La Carte Menu 
3 Course Set Menu available 

Monday — Saturday

We will be pleased to accept 
your reservation. 

All major credit cards accepted.

93 HIGH STREET, 
CARISBROOKE 
Tel: 522458

Tel: 01983 529
Email: info@biltmoreprinter

Professional Service • Affordable Pr

Always here to help

Design • Printing • Large Outp
Complete Projects • Installat
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Invoice Books • Transfer Notes • Job S

Site Boards • Shop Fascias • Vehicle Graphi

A village celebration
22ND June 1911 was the day set aside for festivities 
to mark the Coronation of George V. The organising 
committee’s report, written the following month, 
gives us a flavour for the events.   

We are told that the inhabitants had responded with 
such generosity that the Committee could make arrange-
ments on a “somewhat liberal scale”. 393 contributions 
had been received and the total sum raised was just over 
£81. The event was held in the grounds of Carisbrooke 
Castle by permission of the deputy governor, Mr F. J. S. 
Hay-Newton and his wife. The Vicar provided the band at 
his own expense.  

We are told that “such willingness and unanimity were 
displayed throughout the whole of the arrangements that 
it was evident that the one desire which animated all the 
helpers was to ensure the enjoyment of those who were 
invited ..” A bonfire was held on Reservoir Hill, by what is 
now the Tennyson Trail above Nodgham Lane. “The 
Committee desire to express their thanks for the loan of 
the engine used for the supply of hot water, and for the 
very valuable assistance given by the farmers in carting 
provisions etc. to the Castle, and faggots to the site of the 
Bonfire.”  

The furze faggots cost £2 10s, a gratuity of £1 was paid 
to the bellringers, the prizes for the sports cost £5 17s 3d, 
and the Coronation mugs cost £10 14s 9d. 

Unfortunately, not everything ran as intended, as any-
one who has tried to run an outdoor event in the summer 
will know. The report says: “had the weather been propi-
tious, His Majesty’s Coronation would have been cele-
brated in a manner worthy of our Historic Village.” Another 
clue to what happened is given in the donation of the 
modest profits for the day to Mr A. H. North, the refresh-
ment contractor, “to compensate him in some measure for 
the losses of a wet day.” The committee also recorded its 
“appreciation of Mrs Hay-Newton’s kindness in allowing 
the mothers and children to take refuge in the Banqueting 
Hall during the continuous and heavy downpour, when 
even the large tents proved inadequate for the number of 
persons present.”  

Whatever the weather, the atmosphere had clearly 
been cheerful. The committee ended their report by 
remarking on “the genuine good feeling evinced on all 
sides.” Even the wettest event can end well!

Richard Smout

Shearing the sheep

Photo: Katherine Skelly

AS a member of the Isle of Wight Guild of Weavers, Spinners and 
Dyers I was contacted by the lady who is currently grazing her 
sheep on the fields surrounding Carisbrooke Castle, as they were 
due to be shorn. The sheep are two different breeds, Gotland and 
Ryeland. They have been grazing on the donkey field because the 
donkeys are inside the castle grazing there while most of the staff 
are on furlough and the castle is closed to the public. The members 
of the guild were very excited to be invited to be present while the 
shearers were working and to see the fleeces on the move prior to 
picking one to spin! The Gotland fleece is very small but the 
Ryeland and cross breeds are enormous and soft so we were all 
very pleased and will be busy washing, carding and spinning our 
chosen fleeces.

The sheep waiting for their turn with the shearer.

Katherine Skelly

Choosing the right fleece was very important.
Photo: Katherine Skelly



Lorraine’s 
Sewing Services

Clothing alterations 
Curtain making

Local, efficient, friendly service

Tel:  07971 589784

 

 
 

 
 Hairdressing for the  

mature clientele  
in the comfort of your 

own home 
Newport & surrounding areas
Tel 821958 or 07866964250

Dawn’s  
Mobile Hairdressing 

A trip around some village gardens
THIS year many of us 
have found much more 
time than usual to work 
in our gardens. This has 
rewarded us with a 
beautiful summer show 
which some of our read-
ers have been kind 
enough to share with 
us. A big “Thank you” to 
all of them.

Sheila Hall

The WI Centenary Rose in the garden at St 
Thomas of Canterbury school.

June Sole

Allan Timbrell



More village gardens

Janet Day

Laura Hunt

Richard and Wendy KnightDid you know ...
There are lots of interesting facts about Carisbrooke 
that are unknown to many. These are a few. 

On Sunday 20th June 1897 a special Thanksgiving 
Service was held to celebrate Queen Victoria’s Diamond 
Jubilee. The open air service was held at Carisbrooke 
Castle and was attended by 2000 people. It was conduct-
ed from the roofless and windowless ruins of the Chapel 
of St Nicholas. It was led by Canon Clement Smith from 
Newport. A special choir and the Newport Volunteer Band 
led the singing. 

October 1940 

The Food Production Officer has visited Carisbrooke 
and has told us that he would like all Allotment hold-
ers and others to concentrate on onions and carrots. 
A committee has been formed ………. 

In June 1891 Mr Francis Pittis complained “of the nui-
sance to the public particularly on Sundays when seats on 
The Mall are occupied by big hulking lads , whilst others 
are lounging near, making it difficult to pass and the lan-
guage used was of a character that never ought to be 
heard in the streets”. He suggested that a plain clothes 
constable be placed there.

Peter Ednay



Tel: 520522 
Mob: 07795363534 
Email: primotechnical@gmail.com 
www.primotechnical.co.ukTECHNICAL SERVICES LTD

Gas Safe registered. Available for boiler installations, 
servicing, landlords gas safety inspections, central 

heating & plumbing. 
Bathroom and kitchen installations.

Qualified & insured 
No call-out charge. 

Special offers on boiler installations

 
 

HIGH SECURITY DRIVE-IN 
SELF-STORAGE

ALARM & CCTV WITH ANYTIME 
ACCESS ON GROUND FLOOR 24/7
For details of our very competitive 
rates call 01983 721729 
email iw@barn-store.co.uk 
or visit www.barn-store.co.uk

CRIDMORE FARM, 
CHILLERTON, NEWPORT 
ISLE OF WIGHT PO30 3HH

 
NEXT COPY DATE 
FRIDAY, 14th August 
is the copy date for 
the September issue. 
If you would like to 
contribute news or 
an article please 
contact the editor, 
Brenda Hall, on tel: 
520666, or send an 
e-mail to  
carisbrooke.editor@  
aim.com

 
THE publisher does not 
necessarily hold the 
same views as those 
expressed by contribu-
tors or advertisers and 
reserves the right to 
refuse or alter material.

Gift subscriptions 
FOR £10 per year, the Carisbrooke 

Parish News will be posted on publica-
tion day to someone you nominate. 
There are ten issues per year with a 
combined edition in July/August and 

December/January.  
E-mail the editor,as above, for details.

 

The Carisbrooke Parish News is 
an award-winning community 

newsletter distributed free to more 
than 3,600 homes every month. To 
advertise, please contact the edi-
tor, details as above. Prices start 

from £9.80.

A D SMITH PLUMBING & HEATING
High Efficiency Gas Boilers, Solar Hot Water, Boiler Servicing 

Central Heating & Bathrooms, Landlords’ Gas Inspections 

www.plumbersmith.co.uk
Tel: 527975 or 07775 706743

All General Plumbing and Gas Work 
Fully Qualified,  

Over 25 Years’ Experience

159502

GREEN CLEAN
Be green while we clean!

Domestic cleaners with 
our own cleaning  

equipment and products, 
want to clean your 
home or business!

Call Julia IW‐716464 
www.greenclean‐iow.co.uk

International Dance Class 
starting soon

tel 01243 265010
www.interfolk.co.uk

Carisbrooke Church Hall
£3 per session

Traditional dances

linescouples

sets circles

GARDEN SERVICES
All garden maintenance  

Fully insured
Tel: 526574 or 07970 860157

undertaken

BOWCOMBE KITCHENS & BATHROOMS
COMPLETE FITTING SERVICE 

INCLUDING PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL 
WALL & FLOOR TILING 

FULLY INSURED FAMILY BUSINESS
For free estimate call 

01983 521734 or 07837 635136

Carisbrooke Parish News continues to be online during the time when the 
restrictions due to the spread of Covid-19 are keeping so many of us in our 
homes. Of course our usual offerings of meetings to interest you and 
activities to undertake with friends are necessarily non-existent for the 
time being. We hope you will still find something to interest or entertain 
you, while providing a small degree of link to our community, and if you 
would like to contribute an item for our next issue you are very welcome 
to do so - please send to the Editor at the email address on the right. 

We hope this will be the last copy distributed online and that by the end 
of August we will be in a position to resume the delivery of paper copies. 

Meanwhile, enjoy the summer on our beautiful Island and make the most 
of the slower pace of life which has been imposed on us for the past few 
months. We look forward to being with you again in September.


