
Issue 168 May 2020Award-winning Community Newsletter

   
  

Carisbrooke Parish News
Online version

WELCOME to a very different version of Carisbrooke Parish News. We are online during the
time when the restrictions due to the spread of Covid-19 are keeping so many of us in our
homes. Of course our usual offerings of meetings to interest you and activities to undertake
with friends are necessarily non-existent for the time being. We hope you will still find some-
thing to interest or entertain you, while providing a small degree of link to our community,
and if you would like to contribute an item for our next issue you are very welcome to do so
- please send to the Editor at the email address on page 12.

Thank you!
SITTING in the vic-
arage garden in
Castle Road, Lydia
holds the rainbow she
drew for us as our
‘thank you’ to all the
key workers in our
community who have
been working hard to
look after us and keep
us safe over the past
few weeks. 
Whether you are NHS

staff, care home staff,
carers in the community,
delivery drivers, staff in
pharmacies and super-
markets, farmers or any
of the others who have
been supporting us so
well, we are all very
grateful for the amazing
work you have been
doing.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
- VE-day celebrations
in 1945
- an old recipe to try
- photo puzzles to get
you thinking
- latest report from a
local councillor, page 2



Hello, 
 
As we enter another period of lockdown it would seem that to date the efforts of the community to avoid 
contamination with Covid 19 are being largely successful. As I write there have been 

Based on data for 14 April the rate of 
infection on the Isle of Wight was 37 per 100,000 population and was one of the lowest rates in the country. It sits 
well when compared with a mid point of 127 per 100,000 population for all 150 English single tier and county 
councils. Although the numbers could be skewed by a relatively small sample size or by the natural lag sometimes 
seen between things happening on the mainland and when they impact the Island. 
 
It is so important now that we maintain the strict regime most of us have been following. Please be alert if you see 
group of people that you believe are breaking these fairly stringent rules.  them but if you are 
genuinely concerned please telephone the police on their 101 number, there is often a wait to get through, be 
patient or, if you have access to a computer or the internet on your phone then please log your concerns at this link. 
www.hampshire.police.uk  And click .  Your concerns will be noted and the local police, 
who are doing a fantastic job, will follow up your message and investigate the information you have left for them. 
 
Work to support the most vulnerable in the community is being coordinated through our community hub with 
significant support from local community groups and volunteers. We are currently supporting some 2021 residents 
on tier 1 and 1,000 on 
Island residents, not covered by this programme who have contacted the council through the helpline (01983 
823600). Outbound calls are being made on a minimum weekly basis to all of the residents. The most urgent issues 
dealt with through the helpline are medication (43%) and shopping (32%). 
 
Community groups and charities working on the coronavirus frontline are already benefiting from two Isle of Wight 
Council support funds launched just last week. Within days of the Third Sector Lifeline (TSL) and Community Essential 
Shopping and Delivery (CESD) funds going live last Monday, the council had received 28 applications amounting to 
more than £208,000. 
 
So far, over £80,750 has been distributed in loans and grants to charities and voluntary groups delivering essential 
services to Island communities. Link for further information: https://www.iow.gov.uk/news/Charities-benefit-from-
council-support 
 
Council Officers are working extremely hard to turn around applications for funding from businesses eligible for the 

nds. At the time of writing the council 
has paid some £18.8m to 1,540 businesses and is attempting to make contact with all other eligible businesses 
(estimate 4,060, forms received 2,800). We are aware there are many businesses that do not qualify for any form of 
Government support and have raised this issue with Government through the Solent Local Enterprise Partnership. 
 

,  the forms must be 
completed and returned to the council. Some businesses have not completed the forms correctly, the council will be 
endeavouring to contact these people over the coming weeks to rectify their applications and ensure that the 
correct funds reach the correct people. The link for more information on how to apply: 
https://www.iow.gov.uk/Council/OtherServices/Public-Health-Coronavirus-COVID-19/Businesses-and-employers 
 
In closing, can I suggest you to take a look at the Isle of Wight Council Facebook page which our media team has 
worked really hard to develop as the primary source of information and facts about Covid-19 and what it means for 
each individual in ou
pandemic  but also hints, tips, ideas and things to do while isolating at home with the family. 
 
Stay Well, stay at home. 
 
John 
 
Cllr John Hobart 
Member for Carisbrooke and Gunville 
Cabinet Member for Heritage and the Environment 



Thought for the month

St Mary’s Church
Carisbrooke

Contact details for 
The Rev Marcus Bagg:
Carisbrooke Vicarage, 

56 Castle Road, Newport, 
Isle of Wight, PO30 1DP  

Tel: 718908
www.carisbrookestmary.org.uk

Parson’s Pantry
Carisbrooke Church Hall

every Wednesday 10am – 12 noon

Due to the 
Covid-19 

pandemic, all
public worship

has been 
suspended
across the
Church of

England until 
further notice.

HOW strange the past few weeks have
been! Covid-19 has forced us into
‘lock-down’, while we try to continue
with as much as we can. But our whole
pattern of life has changed. In the vic-
arage, having almost no evening meet-
ings to attend (a wholly new experi-
ence), we’re revisiting our NCIS DVD
collection from the beginning. (Spoiler
alert to follow, if you haven’t got to
series 2!) So far we’ve got to the bit
where Special Agent Gibbs is chasing
the renegade Ari. Gibbs gets so fixated
on catching Ari, and getting his
revenge, that he almost seems in dan-
ger of losing his awareness of anything
else. 
But are we in danger of doing the same

thing? Since we took the decision to close
down our churches, it has surprised me just
how many clergy across the country have
been bemoaning their lot. But is it really
such a devastating loss that I, as the vicar,
cannot go into the church for morning
prayer? I’m still able to pray at home, and
that way Lydia can join in as well. We’ve
somehow found ways to commemorate
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter
Sunday, as well as the other Sundays, and
we’ll continue to do so. Personally I feel
that all too often we spend way too much
time looking after our beautiful church
buildings, and neglect the true church.
Because the true church is the people, not
the building. 
And that’s what I miss – the people. It’s

just not the same trying to keep in touch by
the phone or the internet. I never realised

just how much I appreciated meeting
people in the street, sharing the peace
during one of our services, or a discus-
sion over coffee. We can’t even meet as
the early church did, in small groups in
their homes, while this current crisis con-
tinues. By the time you read this, Lydia
will have spent much of her birthday on
Zoom or Facetime, or watching pre-
recorded video messages that have been
sent to us, rather than her usual face-to-
face birthday celebrations. 
So perhaps now is the time for the

church, and for the nation, to remember
what is important, rather than what is
comfortable. Perhaps we need to hold on
to the fact that people should be put first,
not institutions, companies, or profit. To
paraphrase Psalm 68: Let the Church
arise and let our enemies be scattered.
So let’s set an example in Carisbrooke,
both churchgoers and non-churchgoers,
as we continue to seek ways to support
those around us, and show how much
they mean to us as individuals. A call, a
smile, a shout across the fence might not
seem much to us, but they all show
(together with more obvious assistance
where we can offer it) that we value each
other!

Rev Marcus Bagg Short weekly video
talks from Marcus, with
a fresh one each
Sunday morning, can
be found on the church
Facebook page at
h t t p s : / / www. f a c e -
b o o k . c o m / c a r i s -
brookechurch

Dan Cranshaw
PLASTERER

Newport
Isle of Wight

Mobile - 07816491538
getplasteredwithdan@yahoo.com
www.facebook.com/getplasteredwithdan

Get plastered with Dan
Float like a butterfly, skim like a bee

Back as soon as possible!



Tel: 520522
Mob: 07795363534
Email: primotechnical@gmail.com
www.primotechnical.co.ukTECHNICALSERVICES LTD

Gas Safe registered. Available for boiler installations,
servicing, landlords gas safety inspections, central

heating & plumbing.
Bathroom and kitchen installations.

Qualified & insured
No call-out charge.

Special offers on boiler installations

HIGH SECURITY DRIVE-IN
SELF-STORAGE

ALARM & CCTV WITH ANYTIME
ACCESS ON GROUND FLOOR 24/7
For details of our very competitive
rates call 01983 721729
email iw@barn-store.co.uk
or visit www.barn-store.co.uk

CRIDMORE FARM,
CHILLERTON, NEWPORT
ISLE OF WIGHT PO30 3HH

Everyone invited to
‘Adventures at Home’

GIRLGUIDING, the UK’s leading charity for girls and
young women, has launched Adventures At Home –
an online hub packed with fun activities and well-
being and resilience resources to support children
and young people across the UK. 
This charity has curated a collection of their favourite

fun indoor activities to entertain children and young
people of all ages through the Coronavirus crisis, open-
ing up its world-famous programme for everyone to
enjoy. Wellbeing and resilience resources include medi-
tation tips, breathing techniques and how to build sup-
port networks. 
These easy resources are available to everybody for

fun, adventure and support during this challenging time.
People do not need to be a member of Girlguiding to give
these a try, nor do they need any special kit.
Adventures At Home is supported by global adventurer

and Girlguiding ambassador Anna McNuff, who ran 2,352
miles barefoot across the UK to inspire girls last year.
Anna ran on the Isle of Wight last November as well as
joining Girlguiding IW members for a special evening.
Girlguiding is open to all girls aged five to 18, giving

them the opportunity to explore new interests and build
their confidence. 
For more information visit www.girlguiding.org.uk or

see www.girlguidingisleofwight.co.uk
Suzanne Whitewood

The Wayfarers Fellowship Evangelical Church
Castle St., Carisbrooke

www.wayfarerschapel.wix.com/home

All meetings at the Chapel have been suspended
until the Coronavirus Crisis ceases.

“I, [the apostle Paul] urge, then first of all, that
requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be

made for everyone – for kings and all those in
authority, that we may live peaceful and
quiet lives in all godliness and holiness “.

(1 Tim 2:1 - NIV 1984)

Gunville Community
Association

THERE is obviously not much to report on at the
moment, but just a few thoughts:
Flowers: We have managed to plant some flowers in

the tubs near the church, and we hope that those who go
past (with good reason, of course!) will be encouraged by
seeing them. Thanks to Jim Curtis from the Methodist
Church for much of the hard work and watering.
Neighbours: While we can’t meet much, we can still

keep in touch. If you have a friend or neighbour who can’t
get out, especially if they live alone, pick up the phone
and have a chat.  And if you are able to get about, check
that they are getting their groceries and having medica-
tion delivered.
A Personal Note: Being older (wartime babies), Lesley

and I are staying at home, but at the last count we have
had phone calls from 30 people to check we’re OK. A big
thank you to all these. We have also had groceries deliv-
ered: we know that not everyone has managed to book a
slot, but some shops are reserving slots for older people
and those with problems. The local chemist is also deliv-
ering medication to older people, and Forest View
Nursery will deliver plants (but check on their website for
the latest situation).  

We are very grateful for all this; please keep an eye out
for anyone who needs help.

Martin Cooper

What am I?
See more on page 5

Photograph: Andy Attrill
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Crystal Solutions
Caters for All Your

Electrical and Digital needs

Electrical work
Installations, Repairs, Inspection

and Design
No job too small

Computer & Digital
Set-up, Installations, Networks

Help, Advice
steve@crystal-solutions-ltd.co.uk

Mb:- 07710282950
Tel:- 01983 529023

Ltd GERVASE
LAIGHT

PLUMBING SERVICES
KITCHEN & BATHROOM

INSTALLATION
GENERAL PLUMBING
MAINTENANCE

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED
FREE EsTIMATEs

RELIABLE SERVICE AT A
REASONABLE PRICE

01983 760544
0790 9902004

MOBILE FOOT
CLINIC

Treatment in the comfort
of your own home.
Regular nail trimming

Ingrowing nails Cracked heels
Thickened nails Corns and
Callus -Fungal infection

Diabetic foot care
For more information or to

book an appointment
please phone Tony Stack
S.A.C DIP FHPT.,SAC. DIP. FHPP

£22 for full treatment
Tel: 07546572272
01983 641825

Geoff Leather
Independent

Funeral Director
Mr Geoff Leather
24 Hour Service
Pre-paid Funeral

Plans
Chapels of Rest

45 Upper St James St.
Newport

Client car parking
529090

These photos are all close-ups of
items which were found around
the houses or gardens of the
photographers (see p12 for
names). Common objects but
perhaps photographed in a way
we do not normally look at them.
There are more photos on other

pages.
Can you guess what they are?
When you’ve had a try check out
the answers on the back page!

What am I?
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VE-Day celebrations May 1945
THIS month would have seen a
number of events to commemo-
rate VE-Day, and the Bank
Holiday is still taking place on
the 8th May. 
The declaration of victory in

Europe, in an announcement by
Winston Churchill, was not unex-
pected, indeed there is a reference
in the papers to the disappoint-
ment and bewilderment caused by
the frequent delays in making the
declaration. This did mean, howev-
er, that the Island was pretty well
prepared with flags and bunting
which had been worked up in the
weeks before. Bells rang, fireworks
were set off, bonfires lit, search-
lights flashed and windows were lit
up. There was a mix of formal
thanksgivings in church services
and dancing and other celebra-
tions. On the Guildhall the flags of
Great Britain, the United States
and Russia were draped over the
main balcony. On the side over-
looking the High Street there were
lupins, lilacs and geraniums “set
among Cupressus”. The Prime
Minister’s announcement was
relayed from the Guildhall, fol-
lowed by a speech from the Mayor.
He promised a victory parade from
the Guildhall to the Victoria
Recreation Ground on the follow-
ing Sunday. There was to be a
United Service of Thanksgiving
there in the afternoon, a service
having been held in the parish
church in the morning. The

Soldiers’ Recreation rooms and
canteen at the Leigh Richmond
Hall in Chapel Street were visited
on the evening of VE-Day by 1000
servicemen and women. Up at
Albany Barracks a whole range of
events took place, including boxing
matches and gymnastic displays.
Children were strapped to para-
chute harnesses and nearly car-
ried off the ground. A clown had
been laid on and there were pillow
fights and a whole range of side
shows. 
Newport already had a whole

series of events planned for the
following week which had been
designated as Newport and District
Merchant Navy Comforts Service
Week, not the snappiest title, but
an important fundraising event.
Some of the arrangements had to
be adjusted but all the basic ingre-
dients were there. An open air
dance was billed for Monday 14th
at the Eight Bells, there were con-
certs, whist drives, bowls matches
at Seaclose, a swimming gala, and
then on the final Whit-Monday a
special mounted sports and
gymkhana on the Nine Acres Field,
which included a bun and ginger
beer race. 
Away from the celebrations there

was plenty to do. The Medina at
Newport featured Jimmy Harris
and his 15-piece dance orchestra,
as well as Bill Lennard offering
impressions. If you fancied a film
then ‘Frenchman’s Creek’ was

showing at the Odeon with Joan
Fontaine, Basil Rathbone and
Arturo de Cordova, or you could
see Abbott and Costello’s ‘In
Society’ at the Grand.
Performances began at 3.41pm,
6.21pm and 9.01pm.
There were the usual adverts for

Mazawattee Tea, and (as a cure-
all) Bisurated Magnesia .. “Despite
hurried meals and standing for
hours behind the counter I’m no
martyr to indigestion,” said a
beaming shop assistant. The
Ministry of Food was handing out
advice by way of food facts. “New
ways of using dried eggs” offered
lots of tips, including adding a little
mustard to scrambled eggs. Better
still was the promising news that
from 7th May to June 30th the allo-
cation of orange juice would be
extended to 5 to 10 year olds. All
that was needed was one’s ration
books and five pence in stamps. 
And Southern Vectis took out an

ad to reassure their customers of a
bright future. They did this in
verse:

After the war is over,
When all our boys come home,
Travelling will be so easy
No need to groan or moan. 
Punctual will be the driver,
Unharassed will be his mate,
For we’ll have enough staff to
serve you
After the “Berlin” date.

Richard Smout

True-Wight News
WELLINGTON ROAD — CARISBROOKE TEL: 528366

Probably the best newspaper delivery service in the world
• Grazed Knees Bathed
• Large range of inexpensive Greetings Cards and Gift Wrap
• Noses Wiped and Tears Dried
• Wide selection of Children’s Confectionery
• Centre of Communication and Rumour Control
• Guaranteed smiles

Monday to Thursday 5.30am to 5.30pm
Friday 4.30am to 5.30pm

Saturday 5.30 am to 5.00pm
Sunday 6.30am to 12 noon

OPEN

VALENTINOS
The romantic Italian

Restaurant
Various Flambe Dishes

International A La Carte Menu
3 Course Set Menu available

Monday — Saturday

We will be pleased to accept
your reservation.

All major credit cards accepted.

93 HIGH STREET,
CARISBROOKE
Tel: 522458



Stuart Penney
Interior and Exterior

PAINTER AND
DECORATOR

Call 527987 or 0774 863 0885
Established 1982

STEVEN LONG MCFHP MAF
Foot Health Professional

Tel: 01983 721987 / 07799334900

Professional treatment in the comfort of your own home, including:
Nail trimming & reduction of bulky nails 

Removal of corns, callus and verrucas - Cracked heel treatment 
Diabetic, elderly and general foot care advice

Call John - 07815 133798

Relaxation &
Natural Healing
Reflexology - Stress -
Back Massage - Reiki

Sleep problems & more

Carisbrooke Clever Cloggs Day Care Ltd
Wellington Road, Carisbrooke ~ Tel: 821557 

Open daily between 8.00am-3pm. 
(Term time only)

Early education for children 2 years plus.
Large secure outdoor play area

Fun, Caring Environment

Taking bookings now for September
www.clevercloggsiow.co.uk

Working in partnership with carisbrooke Primary School 
and West Newport Children’s Centre

email: clevercloggsiow@aol.com

An old recipe for a modern favourite
AS we are not able to meet safely at present we
are keeping in touch with a weekly newsletter to
all our members, phone calls and emails.
Many of you will know Johanna Jones who lived in the vil-
lage before moving to The Elms in Bembridge last year.
Johanna wrote several books, including “The Island
Cookbook”. 
The foreword to the book tells us that Johanna “selected
the best from the extremely varied tradition [of Island
cookery]. Royal favourites from Osborne House and
Carisbrooke Castle, 18C delights from the hand written
cookery books preserved at Nunwell House near Brading,
tasty farmhouse recipes written down by a local farmer’s
wife, economical and satisfying fare from the homes of
cottagers and fishermen…..some were found on scraps
of paper hidden away in old kitchen cupboards, and oth-
ers were recalled by old islanders, friends of the author”.
An original copy of the book, now faded, its pages brown,
was recently found by one of our Carisbrooke WI mem-
bers. Here is one of the recipes – perhaps a current family
favourite, but with a bit of a twist! ( One tblsp curry powder
seems a lot – perhaps use “to taste”!)

Johanna’s Macaroni Cheese
Photograph: Courtesy of Carisbrooke W.I.

Johanna came to the Island as a young woman with
husband, Jack. They lived within the walls of
Carisbrooke Castle where Jack was working as cura-
tor of the museum. Both were attendees at St Mary’s
church for many years.
On his retirement they moved to a house on
Watergate Road, and later, after living  there alone for
some time following Jack’s death,  Johanna moved
into the village. She was an active member of the
local W.I. until she moved to Bembridge last year.

Ingredients:
½ lb tomatoes
1 tblsp. curry powder
¼ lb macaroni
2 oz butter
2 oz grated cheese
salt and pepper

Method:
Boil macaroni for 30 min-
utes, then drain
Scald, peel and slice toma-
toes
Melt butter
Add tomatoes, curry pow-
der and macaroni
Stir in grated cheese
Season to taste, mix and
serve.

Editor’s note: this was such a different recipe from those I know for Macaroni cheese I
felt I had to try it out. I cheated and used a tin of tomatoes, slightly drained, and didn’t
boil the macaroni for 30 mins, just as in packet instructions. That apart I followed the
recipe instructions (taking note of sheila’s warning!) and was rewarded with a very tasty
lunch which was much lighter than macaroni cheese made with the usual cheese sauce.
It was very easy to make - I recommend it!

Sheila Hall



GTek Electrical
Services

Offering a friendly and efficient,
professional service for all your

electrical needs.
Approved & insured Electrician

Tel: 01983 528535
info@gtekelectrical.co.uk

FOOT HEALTH
PROFESSIONAL

Patricia Kelly MAFHP MCFHP

hard skin  •  corns  
nail cutting 

and general foot care
Home visits available

email: patriciakelly1966@
hotmail.co.uk

For the treatment of

Tel: 300817/0797 756 9713

Property maintenance,
new works undertaken.

Carpentry/Painting/
Decorating

No job too small
(free estimates).
Tel: 521430

Nikki Cross 
School of Dance
Principal Nikki Cross A.I.S.T.D (Dip)

Ages from 3 years. 
Classes held in
Newport and
Carisbrooke.

Contact Nikki on 629045 
or email

nicolaminns@hotmail.co.uk

Classes in Ballet, Modern,
Tap and Jazz.

HAIR
BY HILLARY

Experienced  Professional
Local Hairdresser 
now mobile.

Contact Hillary Ward
07747774186

Ideas for lockdown
AT the moment we may be limited in where we
can go around the Island, but there is plenty to
see close to home, not least in our gardens. 
The Isle of Wight Natural History and

Archaeological Society hosts a project called
iWatchWildlife. This is running a campaign called
iWatch my Garden where the public are asked to
report records for particular species. This month we
are being asked to send in records of greenfinches
and of the holly blue butterfly, a species that is often
seen in gardens at this time of year, particularly near
holly and ivy. Records of these species can be sent to
iwatchwildlife@gmail.com or you can use the
Facebook page @iWatchWildlife. It is worth reporting
if you usually see these species but cannot find them
this year. A number of finches, especially greenfinch-
es and chaffinches are in decline at the moment and
so this sort of recording has real value. 
There is a mass of intriguing webcams to look at if

time is hanging heavy on your hands. I have been
enjoying tips from the grandchildren to look at the
penguins in Edinburgh Zoo. The most bizarre and
arguably pointless webcam that I know is from
Smithfield, capital of Isle of Wight County, Virginia,
and can be found at www.historicisleofwight.com.
This has a webcam showing the world’s oldest ham,
dating from 1902. Being a piece of ham, it doesn’t do
anything, but the light changes as you move through
the day. It will make you think that everything else
you do in the following 24 hours has been time well
spent!

March weather
in Carisbrooke

SO the wet weather
that started back in
September continued
through to March - at
least for a while. The
5th was a particularly
soggy day with 22mm
of rain, but other days
were also quite wet
with 4mm on the 1st,
6mm on the 4th, 4mm
on the 8th, 5mm on the
9th and 6mm on the
14th. Then high pres-
sure settled in over the
country and from the
15th to the end of the
month only 1mm was
registered and this
was an accumulation
of overnight dew. The
total rainfall for the
month was 53mm with
11 wet days and 20 dry
days.

Daytime temperatures
were mostly in the region
of 10C to 12C, although
only 7C was achieved on
the 5th. Overnight tem-
perature fluctuated wildly

according to the cloud
cover, with a minimum of
10C recorded on the 10th
and the 18th, though
mainly in the region of 2C
to 8C but with an air frost
of -1C on the 6th. Clear
skies towards the end of
the month caused frosts
of -1C to 0C on the 25th
to the 27th but were
accompanied by high
daytime temperatures of
14 to 15C. The mean max-
imum for the month was
11C and 5C for the mean
minimum.

John Sole

What am I?

Photograph: Andy Attrill
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Richard Smout



Help build a dam for Rose

Lorraine’s
Sewing Services

Clothing alterations
Curtain making

Local, efficient, friendly service

Tel:  07971 589784

Hairdressing for the 
mature clientele 

in the comfort of your
own home

Newport & surrounding areas
Tel 821958 or 07866964250

Dawn’s 
Mobile Hairdressing 

Photograph: Adam Finch for Christian Aid
In Kenya, Rose walks for six hours to collect water for her grandchildren.

CHRISTIAN Aid Week runs this
year from 10th to the 16th May.
Usually at this time of the year a
large part of the parish is covered
by house to house collections,
but in the current crisis caused by
Covid-19 this will not be possible.
It poses too great a risk to the
collectors and to those they visit,
and is likely to be outside the
range of authorised activities by
that time. Christian Aid last year
raised £7.5 million as a result of
activities in Christian Aid Week
2019, and Carisbrooke has
always played a part in that. The
need is as great as ever. 
This year’s focus will be on the

effect of drought in Kenya, and the
challenges caused by a changing cli-
mate to those who are already strug-
gling to get enough supplies. This is
a personal story of one woman’s
struggle to provide a life for her fam-
ily: 

In Kenya, the rains haven’t come.
Again. For villagers who farm the
land, that means life is getting even
harder. Rivers are bone dry, and
crops wither in the fields. The
drought is starving people of food,
water and the chance to earn a liv-
ing. 

At 67 years of age, Rose walks for
six hours to fetch water for her
grandchildren. she tries hard to give

them the kind of life she remembers
from when she was a girl: when the
rivers flowed with water and the crops
bore fruit.

Grandmother Rose shouldn’t have
to go hungry. A simple earth dam,
built with the help of Christian Aid’s
partners and your donations, could
completely change her life. 
We are acutely aware that many

people’s circumstances have been
turned upside down by the current cri-
sis, and there are so many important
causes facing similar challenges at

this time,  but if you usually support
us, and are able to do so again this
year, please do consider making a
donation on-line by putting Christian
Aid Week 2020 into a search engine,
or by phoning 020 7523 2269. If you
want to include an extra element of
challenge then you could always con-
sider getting yourself sponsored ...
whether it is for the number of birds
you see from your house, or (if things
are getting fraught) this may be the
time to try out a sponsored silence. 

Richard Smout



Thoughts for May from Gunville Methodist
LIFE is very different for all of us since we have been
in lockdown. At Gunville Methodist some of us are
using technology to stay in touch and we are also
producing a weekly news sheet to communicate and
share thoughts and ideas. The following articles are
recent communications from the news sheet: 

Choosing how we dress
Choosing to be kind when we feel irritated or angry 
may not come naturally, but as we also choose 

Compassion instead of indifference,
Kindness instead of callousness,

Humility instead of conceit, haughtiness or 
egotism,

Gentleness instead of harshness,
Patience instead of annoyance or intolerance,

Forgiveness instead of blame,
Love instead of self-service, disgust or hate,
We release the power of God’s Kingdom into

Satan’s dominion on earth.
(Anne le Tissier)

‘Food for Thought’ Check our website
(www.gunville.org.uk) for a number of short 5
minute teachings on  1 Corinthians 13 (Love is
patient, kind etc.) by Rev Andy Croft, an Anglican
vicar from ‘Soul Survivor’ church, Watford,
which are aimed to encourage and help us during
lockdown. You may find other useful teachings
there as well.

A ‘Horsey’ Lesson 
On Saturday I was walking with Robbie, our horse, up a
lane which leads to one of the fields on the farm where he
stays. It gives Robbie a different route and also has some
gorse bushes in. Since Robbie was ‘retired’ he has only

shoes on his front hooves. This lane has some stones in
it and Robbie doesn’t cope too well on his back hooves
when he walks on these stones. But Robbie puts up with
it because he trusts me and he has an idea where he is
going - lush green grass and yellow flowers.
And like our lives the journey of life can be hard, and at
times very hard, but we have to go through those tribula-
tions because we know God has something better for us
just up ahead.

Young people’s groups
RS 2 – school years 8-11 Mondays of term time @ 7-
8:30 pm.
Now meeting on line. Contact Katie on
katie@gunville.org.uk for further details.
ROCK SOLID – school years 4-7 . Katie is providing
activity packs for this age group. Contact her as above if
you know some children who might like a pack to be
emailed to them.

If you are self isolating and need help with
picking up prescriptions, food deliveries
etc. we may be able to help. Contact us via
our website www.gunville.org.uk
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What am I?

K

A Prayer for Connection
Dear God,

We’re grateful that You never leave or forsake us.
And, we’re grateful for the technology that helps us

stay in touch with each other.
Give us the strength to endure this difficult season,
and deepen our connection with You and Your

People.
Today, help us remember that this time of 

social distancing and isolation will not last forever.
Empower us with an extra dose of Your love, peace,
hope, and joy. Remind us of Your promises, and

please heal our land.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Andy Smith

L
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Bee flies and brimstone butterflies
SPRING has arrived with an unusually warm
spell. Insects, birds and plants show renewed
life and energy. And, although confined mostly
to our own properties, I am fortunate to have a
garden to show me that most aspects of nature
are returning to reassuring seasonal patterns. I
feel for those who have less space, and busier
homes, with young families. But I can also
report on what I have seen in the garden. At
this time of year bee flies become very obvious
and confront us directly, with precision hover-
ing, unnervingly over confident. They are flies
and not bees as many of us might think. They
have a long straight non-retractable proboscis,
and two pairs of wings. Bees just have one
pair. They can rest their front legs on a petal
whilst hovering and taking nectar or pollen.But
much as I love to see them now, they do para-
sitise the eggs and larvae of other insects,
including sometimes bumble bees. 

My butterfly count includes many peacock sightings, a
comma, holly blue, small and large white, orange tip,
and just one brimstone, with a speckled wood in the
lane. I have mentioned previously my disappointment at
the disappearance of the small tortoiseshell, and would
love to hear from anyone who does see one.  
At the moment we can all only guess at how long it will

take for us to return to normal. But we can keep a look-
out in our own patch to see how the natural world devel-
ops in the spring and summer. 

.

Photograph: Wikimedia

A brimstone butterfly rests delicately on a flower.

Photograph: Wikimedia
The bee fly is very obvious in our gardens at this time
of year.

Did you know?
ACCORDING to Wikipedia, Saint Corona was a
Christian Martyr thought to have been alive in the
region of Syria during the second century AD. She is
said to have comforted a fellow Christian who was
being put to death by the Romans, and so shared his
fate.
Perhaps more interesting to us today is that in areas of

northern Italy, Austria and southern Germany, where St
Corona churches and chapels abound, she is widely ven-
erated as the saint to turn to in times of pestilence and
pandemics. 

Richard Knight



NEXT COPY DATE
FRIDAY, 15th May is the
copy date for the June
issue. If you would like to
contribute news or an
article please contact the
editor, Brenda Hall, on
tel: 520666, or send an
e-mail to 
carisbrooke.editor@aim.com

THE publisher does not
necessarily hold the
same views as those
expressed by contribu-
tors or advertisers and
reserves the right to
refuse or alter material.

Gift subscriptions
FOR £10 per year, the
Carisbrooke Parish News
will be posted on publica-
tion day to someone you
nominate. There are ten
issues per year with a
combined edition in
July/August and

December/January. 
E-mail the editor,as
above, for details.

The Carisbrooke Parish
News is an award-

winning community
newsletter distributed

free to more than 3,600
homes every month. To
advertise, please con-
tact the editor, details
as above. Prices start

from £9.80.

A D SMITH PLUMBING & HEATING
High Efficiency Gas Boilers, Solar Hot Water, Boiler Servicing
Central Heating & Bathrooms, Landlords’ Gas Inspections

www.plumbersmith.co.uk
Tel: 527975 or 07775 706743

All General Plumbing and Gas Work
Fully Qualified, 

Over 25 Years’ Experience

159502

GREEN CLEAN
Be green while we clean!

Domestic cleaners with
our own cleaning 

equipment and products,
want to clean your
home or business!

Call Julia IW-716464
www.greenclean-iow.co.uk

International Dance Class
starting soon

tel 01243 265010
www.interfolk.co.uk

Carisbrooke Church Hall
£3 per session

Traditional dances

linescouples

sets circles

GARDEN SERVICES
All garden maintenance 

Fully insured
Tel: 526574 or 07970 860157

undertaken

BOWCOMBE KITCHENS & BATHROOMS
COMPLETE FITTING SERVICE

INCLUDING PLUMBING & ELECTRICAL
WALL & FLOOR TILING

FULLY INSURED FAMILY BUSINESS
For free estimate call

01983 521734 or 07837 635136

Answers to puzzle photos:

Photograph: Richard salmon

THIS is one of Richard Salmon’s photos taken from the air, just to remind
us that whatever else happens, we are very lucky to live on such a beau-
tiful island in a village which boasts not only an ancient church but also a
castle dating from Norman times and before.

A..Cheese grater

B  Curtain hook

C  Kiwi fruit

D  Ball point pen

E  Zester

F  Sultana

G  Pet brush

H  Cactus plant.

I  Cupcake tray

J  Shoe stitching

K  Tea pot lid

L  2L plastic milk bottle from above.

Photos on page 5 were taken by:

B. Suzanne Whitewood

C, D, E. F. Andy Attrill

G. Jackie Hamblin

H. Janet Day

I. Richard Smout
Well done if you guessed them all!


