Baptism
and
Thanksgiving for the gift of a child

Your questions answered

Children are one of God's most precious gifts in
life. For many people, it feels only natural to want to
come to church to say thank you.
There are two very special services that the church
can offer you: baptism (sometimes called
Christening) and a service of thanksgiving for a
child. This booklet explains some of the differences
between the two services, to help you to decide
what is best for you and your family.

When will the service be?
Both of these services are available as
part of a main Sunday service, or as a
small service for just you and your family
on a Sunday afternoon.
How much does it cost?
There is no charge for this service, but
there will be a collection plate out at the
end of the service.

Do we have to live in the Parish?
The area around each church is known as a parish.
For one of these services, it does not matter if you do
not live in the local area. However, if you would like to
have your child baptised, and live outside of the
parish, you might be asked to seek your local vicar's
permission.
You can find out if you live in the parish by entering
your postcode at www.achurchnearyou.com

Baptism, sometimes called Christening, is
the traditional manner of welcoming a child
into your family, and most importantly, into the
family of God, the church. Various important
symbols are used, including oil and water
which the priest uses to bless the child, and to
formally make them a member of the church.
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Godparents

You will need to choose friends or family to act as
Godparents. Traditionally, a child has three Godparents,
although in some instances, it may be possible to have a
maximum of four. Two Godmothers and a Godfather for
a girl, or two Godfathers and a Godmother for a boy.
They should be people who have been baptised and
who are prepared to make a commitment to help in the
upbringing and spiritual wellbeing of your child. Because
of this, it is ideal for the Godparents to live near enough
to have regular involvement in the child's life.
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The Promises

As parents, you and the Godparents will be asked to make some
promises on behalf of the child. These promises are
• that you will care for your child,
• that you will pray for your child,
• that you will help them to live a Christian life,
• that you will set your child a good Christian example,
• that you will help them to take up their place in the life and worship
of the church.

Because your child has been made a member
of the church through their baptism, we will
invite you and your child to the next All-Age
service. This is a short, family friendly Sunday
morning service in which we can welcome your
child into the church, and present them with
their baptism certificate.
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This service is designed to say "thank you" to
God for the gift of your child. It differs from
baptism because during the service the
minister asks God's blessing on the child, but
they are not formally made a member of the
church, nor are the parents and godparents
required to promise to bring the child up within
the faith of the church.

Sponsors

Instead of Godparents, for this service you
may choose any number of people to act as
'sponsors'. These people will stand with you
as you as the minister blesses the child.

The blessing
During the service, the minister will
ask you, and your child's
sponsors, "Do you receive this
child as a gift from God?" and "Do
you wish to give thanks to God
and seek his blessing?"
The minister will ask you what
name you have given the child and
will then say, "Heavenly Father, we
praise you for his/her birth;
surround him/her with your
blessing that he/she may know
your love, be protected from evil,
and know your goodness all his/
her days."

The future

This service is designed to allow your
child to make their own decision to be
baptised and confirmed as a Christian
when they are older.

